Acrostic
The word acrostic is formed from the Greek word “across” (outermost) and “stichos” (line of poetry). You can even find acrostic in the Bible in the book of Psalms. The acrostic is a poem where the first letter of each line forms a word when you read them looking downward. An acrostic poem, sometimes called a name poem, uses a word for its subject. Then each line of the poem begins with a letter from the subject word. This type of poetry doesn't have to rhyme. A very complicated acrostic would have the last letter of each line forming a separate word as you read downward, also. But let's take one step at a time and concentrate on simple acrostics. 

Examples
	John 

John is an athlete

On Saturdays he likes to sleep in

His favorite food is pizza

Never call him Johnny
	Candy by Bruce Lansky
Charleston Chew
Almond Roca
Nestle's Crunch
Dots from Mason
Yummy


Acrostic Homework

Your poem can be your name, a name of a famous person, a sport or hobby, a state or country. You decide.
Practice writing your poem here.

What is your name or topic?______________________________________

Write some words that describe your topic.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Draft of Poem
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

Proofread. Revise.

Using a word processing program, type the letters that will form your acrostic. Make your first letters a different color than the rest of your poem. Also capitalize them and use bold function on the toolbar of your processing program.

Use your cursor to align the rest of your poem.

Proof read. Use spell check. Revise.

Find or draw a picture of the person you described to illustrate your acrostic.

