
Apartheid - meaning separateness in Afrikaans - was a system of legal racial segregation enforced by the National Party government in South Africa between 1948 and 1994.

Racial segregation in South Africa began in colonial times, but apartheid as an official policy was introduced following the general election of 1948. New legislation classified inhabitants into racial groups (black, white, coloured, and Indian), and residential areas were segregated by means of forced removals. Blacks were stripped of their citizenship, legally becoming citizens of one of ten tribally based self-governing homelands or bantustans, four of which became nominally independent states. The government segregated education, medical care, and other public services, and provided black people with services inferior to those of whites.

Apartheid sparked significant internal resistance. A series of popular uprisings and protests were met with the banning of opposition and imprisoning of anti-apartheid leaders. As unrest spread and became more violent, state organizations responded with increasing repression and state-sponsored violence.

Reforms to apartheid in the 1980s failed to quell the mounting opposition, and in 1990 President Frederik Willem de Klerk began negotiations to end apartheid, culminating in multi-racial democratic elections in 1994, which were won by the African National Congress under Nelson Mandela. The vestiges of apartheid still shape South African politics and society.

Women under apartheid
Colonialism and apartheid had a major impact on women since they suffered both racial and gender discrimination. Oppression against African women was different from discrimination against men. Indeed, they had very few or no legal rights, no access to education and no right to own property. Jobs were often hard to find but many African women worked as agricultural or domestic workers though wages were extremely lowNatives Urban Areas Act of 1923 if existent. Children suffered from diseases caused by malnutrition and sanitary problems, and mortality rates were therefore high. The controlled movement of African workers within the country through the  and the pass-laws, separated family members from one another as men usually worked in urban centers, while women were forced to stay in rural areas. Marriage law and births] were also controlled by the government and the pro-apartheid Dutch Reformed Church, who tried to restrict African birth rates.

Vocabulary:
· segregation – הפרדה
· racial – על רקע גזעי
· legislation – חקיקה
· bantustans – natives’ reservations in South Africa.

· uprising – התקוממות, מרד
· repression – דיכוי
· quell – לדכא, להכניע
· culminating – שהגיע לשיא
· vestiges – שריד, סימן
discrimination – אפלייה


oppression – דיכוי


agricultural – חקלאי


domestic – ביתי


wages – משכורות


malnutrition – תת תזונה


mortality rates – שעורי תמותה


rural – כפרי


restrict – להגביל














