Perfect tense
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Hello, 
In tenses we care about 3 things:
who,
number of persons,
and time.
Who





Singular


Plural 

First person(s):

I



We

2nd person(s)

You



You

3rd person(s)

He, She, It, This, That

They, These, Those


Time





In perfect tenses, we need to use the word “have”. The past participle of “have” is “had”. In case of a third-person, singular and present, we need to use “has”. This is because that there is no such word as “haves”.

A sentence like “I have a book” is just a simple present tense. Should it be simple-present-prefect tense, it should be: “I have had a book.”







In essence, we need to use the word “have” and a “past participle” to form a perfect tense.
Let’s look at the sentence: “I have had a book.” It looks a bit weird.

*
Under what circumstances this sentence would be reasonable?
Look at this sentence.

I have finished my work.



It looks more common and reasonable. Isn’t it?



Another two examples for contemplation: 
(1)
I have had long experience in mechanical engineering.

(2)
We have had many family dinners.


Why not: “We have many family dinners.”?
Or: “We had many family dinners.”?
Or: “We had had many family dinners.”?

Similarly,
On Friday, Egyptian authorities detained Magdy el-Nashar, a biochemist trained at Leeds University who left Britain at least a week before the attacks; he may have had contacts with the Leeds bombers, though he denies having any involvement in the plot.



Why using present prefect tense?

Construct the time diagram for the three sentences (at end of the previous page).
Future





Subject





Key verb for perfect tense





Past participle





Object





Article





I have had a book.








Perfect





Present





Continuous





Past





Past participle





Key verb for perfect tense





OR





Present tense:








Now





Time diagram





Future





Past





Notice the time interval can be real long or short.
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The Courier Mail, p 28, June 18-19, 2005.











Hate Around The Corner, Time, 25 July, 2005, page 35.





Previous moment





Next moment





This moment
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