Present Participle

July 23, 2005

Hello,
Remember some of the forms of some verbs as in the table below? Note that a present participle is a verb with “ing” at the back.
	Infinitive form

(present tense)
	Present

Participle 
	Past Tense
	Past

Participle

	be
	being
	Was/were
	been

	Keep
	keeping
	kept
	kept

	leave
	leaving
	left
	left

	sell
	selling
	sold
	sold

	write
	writing
	wrote
	written


The three (3) uses of present participles:
(1) Present tense:

Examples:

I am running.
He is visiting one of his friends.

(2) Adjective:
Examples:

That game was boring.
I do not think this is interesting.

(3) Gerund:
A gerund is a present participle being used as a noun. It occupies some positions in a sentence that a noun ordinarily would.
Examples:
I like playing with my friends.


You might get in trouble for faking an illness to avoid work.

Exercise(s):
Adjective or Present Participle?

Top of Form

Tick the correct answer.

Q1 - Interesting as it was, we didn't enjoy it much.
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'Interesting' is an adjective.
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'Interesting' is a present participle.

Q2 - It's a pressing problem.
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'Pressing' is an adjective.
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'Pressing' is a present participle.

Q3 - The film was boring.
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'Boring' is an adjective
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'Boring' is a present participle.

Q4 - The lecturer was boring his students.
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'Boring' is an adjective.
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'Boring' is a present participle.

Q5 - The news was saddening.
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'Saddening' is an adjective
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'Saddening' is a present participle.

Q6 - The film was fascinating.
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'Fascinating' is an adjective.
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'Fascinating' is a present participle.

Q7 - She gave her a knowing smile.
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'Knowing' is an adjective.
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'Knowing' is a present participle.

Q8 - It was confusing for us all.
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'Confusing' is an adjective.
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Confusing' is a present participle.

Q9 - I was standing on the stairs when she called.
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'Standing' is an adjective.
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'Standing' is a present participle.

Q10 - There was standing room only on the train.
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'Standing' is an adjective.
[image: image20.png]


'Standing' is a present participle.

Exercise on Gerunds: 

Underline the gerunds or gerund phrases in the following sentences. 

(1) Swimming keeps me in shape.
(2) Swimming in your pool is always fun.
(3) Telling your father was a mistake.

(4) The college recommends sending applications early.


(5) He won the game by scoring during the overtime period.

(6) Her most important achievement was winning the national championship.

(7) Going to work today took all my energy.
(8) Fighting for a losing cause made them depressed.
(9) He was practicing kicking during the karate-lesson.
