Bookshare Proposal
Lincoln Middle School, Passaic


Over the course of the past several years, there have been large advances in technological integration into the curriculum. The realm of assistive technology has grown by leaps and bounds in order to help students who are behind their peers catch up and be successful in the classroom. Currently, Lincoln Middle School in Passaic has been working to improve the academic standing of their students. One reading and writing software program being implemented is Accessibility Suite. To work in conjunction with  the program’s text-to-speech functions and word processing features, access to literature in electronic format is critical to increasing success in reading. This is where the Bookshare Company comes into play. Bookshare.org is a website that contains electronic formats of 30,000 books (e-texts) which have been collected and shared by collaborating schools, corporations and individuals. Institutions can purchase access to these e-texts at a rate of $6.00 per book for 100 books per district. Public domain works are available for all students and copyrighted e-texts can be obtained for students with documented disabilities. 

By using Accessibility Suite’s software in conjunction with Bookshare’s materials, teachers have the ability to expand their methods of teaching literature like never before. For students with disabilities, individual files can be created in order to break down readings into manageable chunks. Also, font size can be changed for those with visual impairments. Most importantly, for all students, the text-to-speech feature can take classics and read them out loud while students read along to give students a multi-sensory experience. Bookshare can truly open up a world of literature that was previously closed to many students.
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