Monsoon Asia Population Growth
· Population growth refers to how fast or slow the population is changing in size. 
· Population growth is calculated by the equation:
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· Monsoon Asia has a rapid population growth, known as the’ population explosion”.
· The population explosion is caused by two major trends:

· High birth rates

· Lowering death rates

TASKS:

1. Calculate Rates of Natural increase on Asia population Data Sheet

2. Draw a table in notes like this; place countries in Asia in the appropriate place on the table (include % growth – to calculate % growth, move decimal point 1 place)

	Low Growth

(< 1%)
	Median Growth

(1%-2%)
	High Growth

(> 2%)

	
	
	


· Throughout Asia, Death rates have dropped over the past 40 years due to many factors such as 

· improvements in medicine and the availability of a range of drugs for controlling diseases such as smallpox; vaccinations are now more freely available. 

· Improvements in hygiene 

· the increased availability of clean water have also contributed to a lowering of the death rate.

· A range of factors influences birth rates. In some Asian countries, such as Bangladesh, birth rates are high due to a range of factors such as:

· Lack of knowledge of contraception and family planning. 

· Poverty levels of people meant more children could share workload on farms in rural areas

· Conservative attitudes and among peasants have meant that they continue to want large numbers of children. 

· In the Philippines, religious beliefs mean that people are slow to adopt family planning.

· However, in other Asian countries birth rates have been lowered. In Japan, family planning is easily available and encouraged by the government, while abortion is legal. In India, the government has attempted to lower birth rates by widely advertising and promoting family planning and the use of contraceptives, and by improving education levels and raising literacy rates. However, widespread illiteracy, especially in rural areas has made this difficult for the government. In China, the communist government have attempted to control birth rates by various means, such as the "one child family", which was introduced in the 1970s to lower Birth rates. This policy has been successful, with birth rates having dropped to 20 per 1000 in the 1990s. 

· However, war in some Monsoon Asian countries (such as Vietnam and Cambodia) caused the population of those countries to drop dramatically.
· International Migration has had some impact on the population of Monsoon Asian countries. As a result of war, there have been numerous out-migrations of refugees from countries such as Vietnam, Cambodia and Afghanistan. These have lowered the populations of the countries, while the population of Hong Kong rose because of the arrival of a number of "Boat People" from Vietnam. Hong Kong was affected by out-migration, as uncertainty over the political situation as China resumed control led many citizens to leave for other countries such as New Zealand.

